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Grade 3 Provincial Assessment in Reading 
Support for  

Frontier School Division Teachers 
 
Purpose: 
 
This document was developed by Frontier School Division English Language Arts consultants as a 
resource to support teachers in implementing the Grade 3 Provincial Assessment in Reading. 
 
 
Rationale: 
 
Assessment should occur in authentic contexts that allow students to demonstrate learning by 
performing meaningful tasks. 
 
Teachers learn about student learning and progress by regularly and systematically observing students 
in action and by interacting with students during instruction.  Because students’ knowledge and many of 
their skills, strategies, and attitudes are internal processes, teachers gather data and make judgments 
based on observing and assessing students’ interactions, performances, and products or work 
samples. 

(Kindergarten to Grade 4 English Language Arts:  A Foundation for Implementation, 1998.  Pp 21-22) 
 
 
Strategies and Resources for Assessing Reading Competencies: 
 
Teachers should refer to Grade 3 Assessment in Reading:  Support Document for Teachers which was 
developed by Manitoba Education, Citizenship and Youth and published in the fall of 2009.  This 
resource contains an extensive collection of tools and strategies for assessing the three specific 
competencies for the Grade 3 Assessment in Reading.  These competencies reflect the phases of the 
reading process, roughly corresponding to before, during, and after reading. 
 
A variety of assessment strategies and resources can be used to assess the knowledge and skills of 
students.  Within Kindergarten to Grade 4 English Language Arts:  A Foundation for Implementation 
instructional and assessment strategies are suggested.  Success for all Learners and Independent 
Together provide more strategies particularly for differentiation and multi-level classrooms.  The daily 
practice of gathering data provides evidence of learning and growth; therefore, on-going 
assessment is a critical component of the teaching and learning process.   
 
The table on the following page shows effective methods of gathering evidence for measuring the three 
specific competencies for the Grade 3 Assessment in Reading.  These classroom-based assessment 
strategies have proven to be effective when used on a daily basis.  
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Running Record 
 
Definition of Cueing Systems: 
M - Meaning (does it make sense) 
S - Structural (does it sound right) 
V - Visual (uses letter/sound relationships i.e. initial/middle/end sounds) 
 
Reading Strategies Observed: 
  Use of pictures 
  Reads on 
  Letter/sound 
  Finds little words in larger words 
  Repeats 
  Meaningful substitutions 
  Syllables 
 
Accuracy Rate Code 

  Independent (95% - 100%)  
  Instructional (90% - 94%)  
  Too difficult (below 90%) Choose a book at a lower level 

 
Self-Correction Ratio 
(E + SC) / SC = 1: 
 
Code Fluency Intonation/Expression 

  Well-paced, smooth and well-
phrased, uses punctuation 

  Varies pitch, expressive voice 

  Variable rate, choppy   Limited pitch, some expression 
0  Word by word   Monotone 
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Appropriate Texts  
 
In order for students to be considered “meeting expectations” they must be able to read grade-
appropriate texts independently.  The Grade 3 Provincial Assessment in Reading defines grade-
appropriate texts as a variety of texts such as picture books, longer texts, less predictable text 
structures, etc.  When selecting texts for reading instruction, assessment or enjoyment, teachers and 
children should consider authentic texts that connect to the child’s prior knowledge and experiences – 
texts that the child can understand and make personal connections to.  The following list is a sampling 
of books that would be considered grade-appropriate text: 
 
Amelia Bedelia books 
Arthur books 
Berenstain Bears books 
Blueberries for Sal 
Cam Jansen books 
Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 
East Coast Boats (Literacy Place Grade 3) 
Extreme Animals (Literacy Place Grade 2) 
Flat Stanley books 
Freckle Juice 
Help a Wild Animal in Need (Literacy Place Grade 3) 
Momotaro (Sunshine series) 
My Wonderful Aunt series (Sunshine series) 
Old Bones (Sunshine series) 
Rabbit Catches the Sun (Sunshine series)  
Roadside Giants (Literacy Place Grade 2) 
Seasons and Weather (PM Plus Nonfiction) 
See the Sea Few Ever See (Literacy Place Grade 3) 
Skunks (PM Animal Facts; Gold) 
Sky Changes (PM Plus Nonfiction) 
The Common Loon (Literacy Place Grade 3) 
The Shooting Star (PM Gold) 
The Wonder of Bald Eagles (Soar to Success Level 3) 
The Wonder of Wolves (Soar to Success Level 4) 
Where Does the Garbage Go? (Soar to Success Level 3) 
Winter Wonderland (Literacy Place Grade 2) 
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Appendix 
 
 
 

*The following resources are only a sampling of what 
could be used to gather evidence of student learning. 
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